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Growing together our faith, our families, and our communities.  Here we are Lord! 

Dates to Remember 
 
 

Wednesday Lenten  
Bible Study and Potluck 

with Emmaus at 4:30 
17– Council Mtg 7 pm 
21– ASFF Spring Fling 

 

10– Good Friday Meal 
6:30 pm 

12– Easter Service at 
8:00 am, Breakfast 
and Egg Hunt to   
follow 

26– Congregational Mtg 
11 am 

Imagine Enough for All 
Enough Food     Enough Respect     Enough Justice     Enough Love 

By Julie Lokia 
On February 22nd & 23rd eleven youth did imagine a world where there is enough for all, and then did 
something to make it a reality.  By fasting for 24 hours, they raised over $1,607 for World Vision's 30 
Hour Famine.   These funds will feed 40 children for a month, and provide hope to families struggling to 
survive.  In 2019, students raised over $1.7 million to help World Vision empower farmers, provide 
clean water and food for malnourished kids.  2020 famine events are just getting underway, but already 
more than $150,000 has been given. 
 

THANK YOU to everyone who donated, participated and helped throughout the lock-in.  Over the past 
25 years, hunger has decreased by 20 percent.  It's retreating to the hardest places and we need to keep 
fighting.  With youth who are willing to give up Taco Bell and pizza for a day, there is hope. 
 

We are looking a new team captain for 2021.  I will be happy to work with the new team lead through 
out setup, planning and wrap up as well as an adult support leader for one of the activities.  Please give 
this prayerful consideration.  It’s a lot of work, but well worth the effort and a great way to get to know 
the youth.   
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For God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son so that anyone who believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life.  God did not send his Son into the world to condemn it, but to save it.   
John 3:16-17 
 
I spent 7 years of my elementary and junior high years in Donelson, a suburb just east of Nashville, 
Tennessee.  Our home on Knobview Drive was a place of comfort and love.  From there I ventured out 
into the world and invited the world in.  We had homemade ice cream parties with the neighbors 
across the street, the widow a few doors down sold us her lovely piano, my brother and I ventured 
through the woods to the creek below the house to watch tadpoles, and cared for a stray dog when she 
laid her pups in the window well outside my bedroom.  It was a place of growing up with all the excite-
ment and challenges that entails.  So, last week, when I heard about the tornadoes east of Nashville I 
looked with interest at the pictures.  The devastation was mind-boggling across a number of small 
towns and suburban areas.  Then I caught sight of some of the addresses – Knobview Drive and Hunt-
ers Hill Road.  My neighborhood was hit – 50+ years (and 9 homes) later and it is still “my” neighbor-
hood.  
 
I am grateful to the many organizations and countless individuals who responded quickly to those in 
need and who will continue to provide assistance to the many families and organizations who experi-
enced loss.  The world is full of people willing to provide direct support and care to those in need both 
in times of disaster and in everyday life.   
 
This Lenten season at Friedens Peace I am inviting us to focus on prayerfully listening to God’s call for 
action in the world.  In the beginning God created the world and called it good.  Throughout the Bible 
we observe ways that God continually showed love and guidance to help people including sending    
Jesus Christ.  The way I care about my old neighborhood must be as a tiny grain of sand compared to 
vast expanse of God’s love for creation.  And we are God’s helpers in caring for the earth, the plants 
and animals, and human beings. 
 
Using the book, A World Worth Saving, Lenten Spiritual Practices for Action by George Hovaness      
Donigian the Sunday messages during lent will focus on these topics: 
 

March 1  Fasting from Apathy 
March 8 Faithful Enough to Love 
March 15 Feeding Others and Starving our Guilt 
March 22 Seeking Justice 
March 29 Healing the World 
April 5  Friendship Redefined 

 
God’s love for this world is astounding.  I see it everyday in many ways.  The people of this church give 
already in many ways.  This lent let us prayerfully listen to see if God is calling us to continue as we are 
or nudging us in new directions. 
 

Pastor Karen 
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News and Events 

Outreach 
 

 

Spring  

Fling 

 
March 21 

11:00 am til 2:00 pm 
Volunteers are needed for this 
New Melle area senior event!   
Volunteer opportunities are: 
 
Thursday, March 19 at Noon 
Decorating  
 
Day of the Event 
Kitchen helpers 
Lunch servers 
Seed Planters 
Bingo caller/helper 
Clean Up 
 
Bottom line, it takes many hands 
to make this a great event for the 
seniors.  If you have time and can 
pitch in, please contact Pastor 
Karen, Julie Loika or contact the 
church office. 

“Souper” Bowl Sunday 
Jan 26 and Feb 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From our “Souper” Bowl poll, the 
Kansas City Chiefs were the 
“WITHOUT A DOUBT” winners!  
It’s a good thing they followed up 
with a win on the field!  The true 
winners from our “souper” bowl 
collection are all the local resi-
dents that look to St. Vincent De-
Paul food pantry for assistance.  
400+ cans/packages of soup 
were donated to them the week-
end of the Youth Famine. It's 
easy for us to forget that hunger 
is part of our New Melle commu-
nity as well.  The St. Vincent De-
Paul food pantry not only helps 
with food needs, but also meets 
with people one-on-one to pro-
vide hope for a better future.   
 

 
 
 

“Jesus never says to the 
poor: ‘come find the 
church’, but he says to 
those of us in the 
church: ‘go into the 
world and find the poor, 
hungry, homeless, im-
prisoned.” 
 
―Tony Campolo  
Tony Campolo is professor  
emeritus of sociology at Eastern 
University and a former faculty 
member at the University of 
Pennsylvania  
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News and Events 

Faith Formation 

May 21-24, 2020 
MMS Conference 
Shannondale Mission Trip 
41277 St Hwy 19 
Salem 65560 
 
All ages are invited to this inspir-
ing mission service trip to one of 
our Conference mission sites.  It 
is a weekend of work, fellowship 
and enjoying the sights around 
Shannondale.  There will be in-
door and outdoor service pro-
jects as well as recreational activ-
ities.  The sleeping arrangements 
are bunk beds, you can select top 
or bottom.  There is a men’s bed-
room and restroom as well as a 
women’s bedroom and restroom.  
You can come for the entire 
weekend or sign up for each day.  
It will begin on Thursday evening 
with dinner and a brief history of 
Shannondale.  The event con-
cludes after church on Sunday. 
 
Registration is by mail, the cost is 
$135 for the entire event or $45 
per night.  If you have questions 
or need more information contact 
Joyce Bathke at 
joyce.bathke@yahoo.com or 
314-409-2929. 
 
There are registration forms on 
the table in the Narthex. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 1-3, 2020 
2020 Mid-Missouri South 
Women's Retreat 
Camp MoVal 
2659 Camp Moval Road 
Union MO 63084 
 
Join the women for the 2020 
MMS UCC Women's Retreat May 
1st-3rd at Camp Moval! 
 
The theme this year is De Colores 
with special guest Lois Werner 
from People for Guatemala. Don't 
miss a great weekend filled with 
fellowship.  Please register with 
the form on the table in the Nar-
thex and mail form and payment 
to: 
 
Southwood UCC 
Attn Women's Retreat 
7904 Raytown Rd 
Raytown MO 64138 
 
 

St. Charles County 
Warming Center 
 
Faith UCC in Wentzville hosted 2 
weeks this past season and were 
open just one night during those 
2 weeks.  They welcomed 5 guest, 
who arrived hungry and grateful 
for a warm place and cot to sleep 
on.  Pastor Karen monitored dur-
ing the 9 p, to 2 am shift.  You can 
talk with her about the experi-
ence.   
 

Next year Faith would like to 
commit to 1 week per month and 
they are asking members from 
the Heritage Cluster churches to 
assist them.  Next fall, please con-
sider taking the training.  It’s just 
2 hours, and making yourself 
available to support those who 
have no place to lay their heads 
on cold winter nights.   
 
The warming centers are open 
from the middle of November un-
til the middle of March. 
 

Heritage Cluster News 
 
Heritage Cluster will be singing 
together in a new Contata.  All 
singers welcome.  Performance 
date is August 30, with practices 
on August 19 and August 23.  All 
practices are at Friedens Peace.  
If this is something that interest 
you, please add to your calendar.  
We will remind you again when 
the date gets closer. 
 
The next Heritage Cluster meet-
ing is Thursday, June 11 at 7:00 
p.m. at St. John’s  Cappeln.   
 
2020 Faith In Action weekend is 
set for September 19 and 20, 
please mark your calendar. 
 

mailto:joyce.bathke@yahoo.com
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News and Events 

Building and Grounds 

Updates: 
By Karen Watson 
 
A lot has been happening in the 
new year for building and 
grounds.  The rails on the steps 
and the back wall have been in-
stalled.  The office is in the pro-
cess of being updated with paint 
and new furniture.  A new book-
shelf/mail slot cabinet has been 
custom made to help with organ-
ization, to make it more welcom-
ing, as well as efficient place to 
work. 
 
Downstairs, a new industrial re-
frigerator has been purchased 
and used for the first time at the 
chicken dinner. 
 
The second bathroom is com-
plete and also used for the first 
time at the chicken dinner. 
 
We are so grateful to all those 
who helped and worked to get 
these things done! 

Chicken Dinner Update: 
By Donna Curdt 
 
We served 474 people this year, 
which was not our best but we 
will still show over $3000.00 
profit for all our hard work.   
 
The use of the Square system so 
we could take credit card trans-
actions is bringing in more than 
expected, as we find most people 
using credit cards round the 
money up which not only cov-
ered any fees we get, but in-
creases our profit.   
 
We received $138.20 in dona-
tions at the cash register.  I know 
we have had donations given in 
the past but now we are able to 
track it more accurately.   
 
We have breast meat left for pur-
chase at $1.90 a pound.  All has 
been marinated and ready to 
cook.  Bags are in upright freezer 
along with Sausage and Ribs.  

Prices are on bags or notes on 
freezer.   There were also pies 
left that are now in the freezer.  
If you are missing your pie pan it 
may be there.  We will be using 
some of the pies for Good Friday 
Remembrance and Meal Service. 
On a personal note I want to 
thank everyone for going that 
extra mile to help in areas that I 
usually cover prior to the dinner.   
I am always thankful for my ex-
tended family, the people of 
Friedens Peace. 
 
Thanks also to those who 
worked double shifts to pull this 
event off.  We proved again we 
are a small but mighty group 
here at Friedens Peace. 
 

Fundraising and Fellowship 



Growing together our faith, our families, and our communities.  Here we are Lord! 

Issue:  Mar 2020, Pg 6  

Events In and Around Town 

Mar 13 & 27 Fish Fry, Christ Lutheran Church, Augusta, 5—7:30 

Mar 20 & Apr 3 First Fry, Ebenezer UCC, Augusta, 5-7:30 

Fridays Lenten Fish Fries, IHM 4:30—7:30, during lent, except Good Friday  

 

Mar 23 Blood Drive, IHM 

Greetings from the Open and Affirm-
ing Task Force, more specifically, 
greetings from me, Helen, the task 
force leader.  I find myself waking 
up many mornings with thoughts 
about this process.  Thoughts such 
as: 
 this is a church not a social club.  

Our church is here to provide a 
place for all to worship God 
freely and safely. 

 we are all shaped like cookie 
cutters, different and unique.  
Nothing can change the cookie 
cutter or the person that anyone 
was born to be, they are God’s 
creation, and they must live into 
that creation the best that they 
can. 

 Isn’t it a beautiful thing that we 
are all different and unique?  
Wouldn’t it be a boring world if 
we were all exactly the same 
with no differences? 

 
Over the past 2 years, the task force 
has had conversations with more 
than 70% of our church family.  
Some of the conversations led to 
questions.  In answer to those ques-
tions: 
 
What would being an ONA church 
really mean for Friedens Peace?  It 
would mean that we would truly 
welcome all people of every walk of 
life including differences in culture, 
race, physical abilities, sexual orien-

tation, gender identity, you name it.  
It doesn’t mean that we change our-
selves, it simply means that we wel-
come and accept all, providing a safe 
environment for all to worship and 
grow spiritually.  Isn’t this what we 
are already doing?  The difference is, 
we are willing to let others know 
that we are willing to provide that 
safe environment.  
 
Could becoming open and affirming 
lead to some awkward questions at 
social gatherings you may attend?  
Possibly, but consider the pride you 
would have within you when you 
answer, “Yes, we are the church that 
welcomes all, no matter where you 
are in your walk of life.”  I’ve heard 
that statement over and over when 
talking about the United Church of 
Christ.  It is one of the reasons I 
chose to stay at Friedens Peace and 
become an active member instead of 
just a guest choir member when I 
first started attending many years 
ago. 
 
The next step in the process would 
be to develop a covenant.  Do I have 
all the right words to include, no.  Do 
I have all of the answers, no.  I will 
never claim to.  But I do know that 
we have an opportunity here.  We 
can work on a covenant together, 
listening to everyone’s input, choos-
ing what we want to include, how it 
should be phrased and how we pre-

sent it.  This process will help us to 
grow and learn who we truly are as 
a group of believers worshiping God.  
Once we have completed the cove-
nant, we can then decide if this is, in 
fact, the next step we want to make 
in our church’s journey.  Until then, 
there are so many unanswered 
questions. 
 
Thank you for reading this, please 
let me know your thoughts, you can 
email me at:  
helen.v.proctor@gmail.com  
or call me at 636-485-8231.  Or, of 
course you can also find me at 
church most Sundays and a lot of 
other times as well! 
 
Yours in Christ,  
Helen Proctor-Tu 

Open and Affirming (ONA) Task Force Report 

mailto:helen.v.proctor@gmail.com
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2020 Worship Assistants 

Please consider helping with one 

of the open dates! 

 

March 15: 

Liturgist:  Marny Koch 

Usher:  Elise & Alex Buehner 

Coor:   

A/V:  Kent Robertson 
 

March 22: 

Liturgist: 

Usher:  Dave Volle 

Coor:  Chris Volle 

A/V:  Donna Curdt 
 

March 29: 

Liturgist: 

Usher: 

Coor: 

A/V:  Donna Curdt 
 

April 5: 

Liturgist: 

Usher: 

Coor: 

A/V: 
 

April 12: (Easter) 

Liturgist: 

Usher:  Dave Volle 

Coor:  Chris Volle 

A/V:  Scott Schwimley 
 

April 19: 

Liturgist: 

Usher: 

Coor: 

A/V:  Donna Curdt 
 

April 26: 

Liturgist: 

Usher:  Chris Volle 

Coor:  Chris Volle 

A/V:  Dave Volle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays 

 

March 

Elise DeFord  8 

Kim Robertson 11 

Richele Thwing 18 

Jake Speckert  19 

Pastor Karen  22 

Katie Thwing  24 

Steve Watson  28 

Ryan Speckert  29 

Kent Robertson 31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anniversaries 

 

Billy and Donna Curdt 3/27 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dot and Dewey Clover 

Ray and Imo Easley 

Carl and Ida Gerdiman 

Jamie, Jacob & Owen Hagenhoff 

Jackie Speckert 

Jack and Becky  

Family of Jerry Burbes 

Family of Rachael Lozano 
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Friedens Peace United Church of Christ 

www.friedens-peaceucc.org 

Phone:  636-828-5980 

3560 Mill Street / PO Box 28 

New Melle, MO  63365 

Email:  friedenspeace@gmail.com 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/Friedens-
Peace-United-Church-of-Christ-122879711068097/  

                www.instragm.com/friedenspeaceucc 
  www.twitter.com/UccPeace  

Pastor:  Rev. Karen Eck 

Cell:  720-351-2319     Home:  636-828-4632 

Email:  Friedenspastor@centurytel.net 

Friedens Peace UCC Mission Statement   

The mission of Friedens Peace United Church 

of Christ is to help families grow together in 

Faith, Spirit, Love, and Community through 

the study of the Gospel and fellowship that 

demonstrates the way of Christ locally and 

worldwide. 
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Friedens Peace United Church of Christ 

3560 Mill Street/PO Box 28 

New Melle, MO 63365 

 

We’re on the Web 

www.friedens-peaceucc.org 

mailto:friedenspeace@gmail.com
http://www.instragm.com/friedenspeaceucc
http://www.twitter.com/UccPeace
mailto:Friedenspastor@centurytel.net

