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Dates to Remember 
 
 
We will keep you posted! 
 

Easter Sunday—2020 
What’s Easter, without a parade and 

your Easter Bonnets! 
We meet on Sunday, via Zoom and shared our Easter joy! 
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 When God began to create the heavens and the earth—the earth was without shape or form,  
  it was dark over the deep sea, and God’s wind swept over the waters— 
  God said, “Let there be light.”  And so light appeared.   Genesis 1:1-3 
 
The story of creation from Genesis is familiar.  In this time of local and global disruption when we 
don’t know what to expect day to day, I find it comforting to remember that even from the very begin-
ning God was not afraid of chaos.  God embraced the dark, formless earth and slowly step by step 
nudged creation into existence.  There was not a big POP! and everything was done.  One step at a time 
with waiting in between.  Was God anxious to move on to the next day of creation or did God take the 
waiting period between days (however long God’s days are) to plan, contemplate, and rest so that each 
phase of creation would be established in good order and with creative love?  Throughout the Bible 
God’s actions and words show a remarkable patience.   
 
It’s harder for humans, I think.  We desire to move quickly out of the darkness and disorder into the 
light and into familiar patterns of life.  It is truly hard for many people now to not know what tomor-
row will bring and if they will have food on the table or if they will have a job or if someone they love 
will contract the corona virus.  It’s hard to see this time of waiting as a time of transformation – but 
that’s what it is.  Out of chaos God will bring forth new life and it may surprise us. 
 
We just celebrated Easter a few weeks ago – the glorious day of resurrection.  But we forget that be-
fore Easter morning came Holy Saturday.  Holy Saturday is a time of waiting in the dark tomb for 
transformation to evolve and new life to rise up.  Last week I noticed my azalea bush had buds on it.  
So I have been anticipating flowers.  Each day I anxiously visit and each day (so far) all I see are the 
buds.  The buds are slowly growing, waiting for the time to emerge.  I wait with them.  I know what to 
expect when the flowers come out – I expect the bush to look like it has in previous years – full of color 
and beauty.  I’m not so sure what to expect as we emerge from our current pandemic.  Life may look 
different, church may look different, shopping may look different, relationship building may look dif-
ferent.  But I trust God’s loving, creative, transformative power to guide and sustain me. 
 
Prayer - God, I pray that we may all set aside our human anxiety, impatience, and ego so that your 
hand may move over the earth and bring new life from our current chaos.  Help us to cooperate with 
Your plan.  Amen 

 

Pastor Karen  
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Sunday Senior Parade 
 

We took church to some of our members who don't have the ability to come to our Sunday Zoom meet-
ings.  We had a parade of 8 families and we drove past the homes of 5 members we have been missing. 
They knew we were coming, but we still waved, honked and blew kisses from a distance.  We had a 
very good parade leader - equipped with a sign - as any time our group got interrupted by others in 
traffic, he found a good place to pull off and wait for everyone to catch up and we all got back onto the 
road as a group.  It was a fun way to spend a Sunday afternoon.  And when we made the plans, we had 
no idea the weather would be so nice - upper 60s and sunny.  God blessed us with a beautiful day.  We 
miss our friends, but know God's love surrounds us wherever we are.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Devotional/Prayer Time 
Currently, we have a daytime   
devotional/prayer time.  Several 
has asked if Pastor Karen would 
do an evening devotional/prayer 
time.  So, she has add a 5 week 
evening devotional.  It will be us-
ing the same book as the daytime 
one, just starting fresh with a new 
group.  This time will be a time to 
pray for the individuals and the 
world and to discuss how both 
dark and light are always part of 
our faith.  She will be using the 
book "Little Piec-
es of Light" by 
Joyce Rupp but 
you do not need 
to have the book 
to participate. 
 
 
 

Mid-week Day Devotional/
prayer time - Wednesdays, at 
noon, via zoom: 
https://zoom.us/j/235886605 
Meeting ID:  235 886 605 
Dial by your location: 
1-312-626-6799 
Meeting ID:  235 886 605 
 
Mid-week Evening Devotional/
prayer time - Thursdays, at  
7:30 p.m., via zoom: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/85622720401 
Meeting ID:  856 2272 0401 
Dial by your location: 
1-312-626-6799 
Meeting ID:  856 2272 0401 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you from  
the Church Council 

 
Thank you to Pastor Karen, Jill, 
Donna, Marny, Dave, Brenda, Kim, 
Arron, Sharon, Marrisa, and Jake 
for helping to bring worship to 
the congregation. 
 
Thank you to Dewey for keeping 
the building going, while we are 
away. 
 
Thank you to the congregation 
for being open and receptive to 
worshipping a new way and be-
ing the church, in a different way, 
during the stay-at-home orders. 
 
Thanks be to God! 

https://zoom.us/j/235886605
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News and Events 

Outreach 

Strengthen the Church 
Special Offering 

May 31st 
 
As God calls us to be the church 
in new ways, the Strengthen the 
Church special offering supports 
the expansion of ministry and 
growth of the UCC local congre-
gations.  Your generosity will 
plant new churches, awaken new 
ideas in existing churches and 
develop the spiritual life in your 
youth and young adults. 
 
On Pentecost Sunday, May 31st, 
we will be participating with oth-
er UCC congregations across the 
country.  50% of all funds collect-
ed stays in our local conference, 
and 50% is sent to the national 
work of strengthening the church 
universal:  through grants to-
wards new church starts and 
equipping pastors for ministry in 
the 21st century. 
 
Please mark your calendar and 
give generously. Thank you! 

 

 

Drop-Off 
Donation 

Drive 
For 

New Melle 
Food Pantry 

 
We’ve all seen 
the pictures in 
the news of the 
increased num-
ber of families being served by 
local food pantries.  Our New 
Melle Food Pantry is no different.  
They’re doing their part to serve 
our community and you can help 
them. 
 
May 17th from 1 – 3 pm we will 
be hosting a drive through dona-
tion drop-off event.  Gather your 
donations and simply drive 
through the Friedens Peace UCC 
parking lot to drop them off.   
We’ll have several vehicles stand-
ing by to take donations straight 
over to the food pantry.    
 
Any non-perishable food item or 
personal care item will be appre-
ciated.  Items of particular need 
are: 

 
• Toilet Paper 
• Paper Towels 
• Shampoo 
• Toothpaste 
• Deodorant 
• Bar Soap 
• Lotion 
• Laundry Detergent 
 

 
• Bisquick 
• Sugar 
• Jelly 
 
Thank you for your generosity.  
For more information contact a 
member of the Outreach Commit-
tee. 

Karen Watson was elected to 
serve on our Conference Council 
through the year 2023.  Thank 
you Karen for serving the wider 
church ! 
 
Rev. Damien J. Lake was elected 
as our new Associate Conference 
Minister.  He will start with the 
conference on July 1.  We will 
provide some information about 
him in our next issue.   
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News and Events 

What is happening during your Stay-at-home? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is a box of facial masks that 
Sharon Wolf has been making 
since COVID-19 has taken over 
our lives.  This makes over 400 
masks she has made.  She has  
donated most of them to the Em-
maus Homes and shared with 
those that need them.  We know 
Sharon has a heart of gold, but 
will not toot her own horn, so we 
are doing it for her.  She contin-
ues to make them because they 
will make a difference, if you 
have one and it’s in decent shape 
when this virus has diminished, 
SAVE IT! 
 
As Sharon says, “when they 
THINK it is over and when it is 
REALLY over, may be two differ-
ent times.  I pray you don’t need 
them again, but better safe than 
sorry.” 
 
Thank you Sharon! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
No, Pastor Karen is not starting a 
new career as a gown model, she 
is sewing these protective gowns 
for the Emmaus Homes.   
 
Thanks to Pastor Andrea and her 
mother, all the materials are pre-
cut, ribbing, bias tape and Velcro 
are all in a kit, all you have to do 
is sew.  Would you like to help?  If 
so, contact Pastor Karen, she has 
extra kits. 
 
We can make a difference! 
 
 
 
 
 

When can we meet? 
 
We are all anxious to met togeth-
er again in person, AND we want 
to keep everyone safe.  Pastor 
Karen and the church council are 
monitoring the COVID-19 situa-
tion and listening to recommen-
dations from the Missouri Mid-
South conference, the public 
health department and the gov-
ernment.  As you know, this is a 
rapidly changing situation.  We 
will keep you informed through 
our weekly email messages and 
posts on our website and Face-
Book.  Meanwhile, should you 
need to come to the church build-
ing, remember to use the posted 
building procedures.   
 
By sheltering in place, maintain-
ing social distancing, and wearing 
a mask when out in public, you 
are loving your neighbor and 
yourself. 

We have a new sign for the  
cemetery.  Doesn’t it look nice!  
Thanks to the Cemetery Commit-
tee and the Schultz donation for 
the new sign. 
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2020 Worship Assistants 

Please consider helping with our 

online worship.  You can be a read-

er, a singer or provide a children’s 

message.  Contact Pastor if you are 

interested in one of these task. 

 

When we have a firm date to start 

worshiping in the building again, 

we will invite you to sign up then! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May Birthdays 

 

Jacob Paige ............................. 7 

Tim Thwing.......................... 11 

Todd Joerling ....................... 12 

Bill Speckert ......................... 16 

Brandee Joerling .................. 27 

Tamira Benne ....................... 28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May Anniversaries 

 

Todd and Nancy Overstreet ... 7 

 

 

 

 

 

Dot and Dewey Clover 

Ray and Imo Easley 

Carl and Ida Gerdiman 

Jamie, Jacob & Owen Hagenhoff 

 

 

 

Mark you calendars to join the 
Sunday Chat, via Zoom, every 
Sunday at 11 a.m. until noon.  See 
your friends at Friedens Peace 
UCC.  You can use the following 
link: 
 

https://zoom.us/j/623526910 
Meeting ID: 623 526 910 
To dial in by phone: 
1-312-626-6799 
Meeting ID: 623 526 910 
 
 
 
 

Thank you! 
Thank you for the drive by greetings on Sunday, April 26.  It was like a blessing to me! 

May God Bless all of you! 
Love, 

Dora Smart 

https://www.friedens-peaceucc.org/events-calendar
https://zoom.us/j/623526910
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Friedens Peace United Church of Christ 

www.friedens-peaceucc.org 

Phone:  636-828-5980 

3560 Mill Street / PO Box 28 

New Melle, MO  63365 

Email:  friedenspeace@gmail.com 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/Friedens-
Peace-United-Church-of-Christ-122879711068097/ 

                www.instragm.com/friedenspeaceucc 
  www.twitter.com/UccPeace  

Pastor:  Rev. Karen Eck 

Cell:  720-351-2319     Home:  636-828-4632 

Email:  Friedenspastor@centurytel.net 

Friedens Peace UCC Mission Statement   

The mission of Friedens Peace United Church 

of Christ is to help families grow together in 

Faith, Spirit, Love, and Community through 

the study of the Gospel and fellowship that 

demonstrates the way of Christ locally and 

worldwide. 
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Friedens Peace United Church of Christ 

3560 Mill Street/PO Box 28 

New Melle, MO 63365 

 

We’re on the Web 

www.friedens-peaceucc.org 

mailto:friedenspeace@gmail.com
http://www.instragm.com/friedenspeaceucc
http://www.twitter.com/UccPeace
mailto:Friedenspastor@centurytel.net

