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Growing together our faith, our families, and our communities.  Here we are Lord! 

Easter morning was filled with Alleluia’s, lilies and a joyful celebration for our risen Lord!  The smell of lilies 

filled the air, the sanctuary was beautiful and the steps were filled with children during Children’s Time.  Arron 

Benne gave them a test on the story of Easter, if they passed they got to search for eggs after breakfast.  If they 

failed, the adults got to search for the eggs.  Luckily, they passed, with flying colors!  We rejoiced with Lily 

and Jacob Paige, taking communion for the first time and then helping with the sharing of the bread and wine! 

And if that wasn’t enough, we went downstairs to a meal fit for a King!  The food was plentiful and delicious; 

and the fellowship was even better.  After breakfast, the kids went outside and searched for eggs, that seemed 

to multiply!   

JESUS LIVES! 
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As many of you know I enjoy doing walking meditations on labyrinths.  So it was a treat for me to be at Camp MoVal 

last weekend with the women’s retreat and to have the opportunity to walk their unique labyrinth.  Typically a laby-

rinth is circular, you walk a designated meandering path to the center which is also circular, offer prayers, and then 

walk back out.  Unlike a maze there are no wrong turns or dead ends in a labyrinth so this allows the mind/body to 

attend to the spirit while walking.  For more about labyrinths see https://labyrinthsociety.org/home. 

 

The MoVal labyrinth is unique in that there are 3 spiral shapes that lead to one another.  I tried walking it a few years 

ago at camp and got lost and ran out of time.  Knowing that you are not supposed to get lost in a sacred labyrinth I 

wanted to try again.  Usually one begins the walk with a question to bring to God or a yearning to know where God is 

leading.  Once in the center you lay down your burden or open yourself to God’s answer and when ready walk back 

out ready to meet the world with new insight. So standing in the center is important – it is the turning point of moving 

inward toward God and then turning to move back into the world. 

 

Sunday afternoon I approached the labyrinth, a little nervous from my previous experience but ready to try again as I 

did have questions and burdens to lay before God.  I walked the first spiral which led to the second which led to the 

third, finding numerous insights along the way.  Then I was stuck – baffled – confused. When I walked to the right it 

was a dead end.  When I walked to the left it was a dead end.  I literally walked around and around in this dead-end 

space trying to figure out what to do – where to go.  ONE IS NOT SUPPOSED TO GET LOST IN A LABYRINTH.  

ONE IS NOT SUPPOSED TO GET LOST WHEN SEARCHING FOR GOD.  There was an 8 inch square rock in the 

center and that seemed curious to me.  Why was it there?  I stared at the rock.  I walked around the space with the 3 

dead ends.  What was wrong with this labyrinth – there was no obvious center.  Then it dawned on me.  This was the 

center!  The rock was the center of the entire labyrinth and the space around the rock was a triangular center (not a 

round one).  I was searching for the center which in my experience had always been round.  I had to open my mind to 

a new way of thinking, a new way of experiencing life to be able to recognize the center (God) which was already 

right were I was standing.  How often do we get stuck in a rut and forget that God is full of surprises – we just have to 

be open to them. 

 

On Easter morning, the women went to the tomb looking for the dead body of Jesus.  He was there but not in the form 

they expected.  They were at first confused but came to understand that God was speaking through Jesus in a new and 

unexpected way.  In this Easter season may you stay open to receiving God in new and surprising ways. 

 

Blessings, 

 

Karen 

https://labyrinthsociety.org/home
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Church Work Day – May 4 – Saturday 

Can you paint, move large items, or clean and organize?  Do you have carpenter skills 

to hang some shelves?  If you are interested in helping, even for just an hour, contact 

Charlene Loyd (636.828.5291) or Karen Watson (636.236.5611) or just be at church 

at 8:30 a.m.  Also, if anyone has a paint sprayer, that we can use that day (weather 

permitting) please let Charlene or Karen know so that we can have the necessary sup-

plies available. 

Mark your calendar 

May 19 
 

Comedy Central is coming to your church! 

Starring YOU!  Yes, each and every one of you! 

Do you think God has a sense of humor? 

 

The more jokes you tell, the more ice cream you will receive, 

you know, you dish ‘em out and we dish ‘em up! 

Movie Night sponsored by our Open and Affirming Task Force 
 

Friday May 31 - 7:00 pm 
 

Have you wondered what the Bible says about people who are gay?  In this movie you will meet  

five Christian families who have a gay or lesbian child.  The parents and now adult children talk  

about their marriages, their church going experiences, the children’s coming out, their reactions  

and how the families have changed over time.  There are also clips of preachers and Biblical  

references to help movie goers understand what the Bible really says.  
 

We will have discussion leaders on site to answer questions. 
 

Indoors so come rain or shine 

Feel free to bring comfy lawn chairs or a chair pad for our folding chairs. 

Enjoy free Popcorn, soda, lemonade  
 

Bring your friends and families.  Community welcome.  Movie is not rated but would be appropriate  

for ages 12 and up. Talk with Pastor Karen if you have questions.   

Save the Date -- Be a volunteer for the ASFF County Fair Party 

Mark your calendars for July 27th 

 

We'll be hosting the Abraham & Sarah Feast & Festivities County Fair party for area 

seniors.  This was their favorite ASFF event last year.  We'll need lots of hands to keep 

this busy group of seniors entertained.  If you're one of our resident gardeners, consider 

donating some fresh veggies or fruit for the event.  Our first planning meeting is May 6th 

@ 7:00 pm.  Everyone is welcome to lend a hand as we start to pull together the 

plans.  Contact Pastor Karen or Julie Loika (JLL8084@outlook.com or 636-399-5742) to 

volunteer. 

mailto:JLL8084@outlook.com
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On Friday, April 19, about 25 of us gathered at Joseph of Arimethea’s home for a meal to remember our friend Jesus.  

We had some special guest, Andrew one of the disciples, a child that Jesus met, the wife of Penitent thief, Dora the 

woman at the well and Mary Magdalene.  It was a very moving service.  They told stories from their experiences with 

Jesus.  In addition, we had a great meal of fried chicken, mashed potatoes and gravy, green beans, corn, slaw, bread 

and desserts.   

Women’s Retreat at Camp MoVal, April 26-28 

Seventy women from across the state gathered at Camp MoVal for the annual conference Women’s Re-

treat.  The topic was friendship of women and we reflected on the aspects of friendship exemplified by 

women of the Bible.  Our Conference Minister, Rev. Dr. Ginny Brown Daniel inspired us to explore self, 

wisdom, truth, acceptance, joy, trust and love. 

 

Women renewed friendships and started new ones over meals, crafts, service projects, Bible study, camp-

fire, and music. 

 

Women from Friedens Peace were part of the planning team so you know in typical Friedens Peace style 

we had great meals including cinnamon rolls for breakfast on Saturday.  Thank you to Donna Curdt, Sha-

ron Wolf, Karen Watson, and Pastor Karen for all the planning and cooking along with women from Faith 

UCC and Zion UCC. 

 

“Real friendship, then, require two things: the transparent disclosure of the self and another’s single-

minded appetite to hear it and abiding commitment to treasure it.”  -from The Friendship of Women by 

Joan Chittister. 
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Gear Up with New Friedens Peace Spirit Wear 

Ready to upgrade your wardrobe with some new Friedens Peace Spirit Wear?  It's been quite a while since 

our last printing so check out your closet and make a list.  Just wearing your spirit wear out and about is a 

great conversation starter that can lead to an opportunity to share what you love about our church, maybe 

even extend an invitation to visit.  We'll be offering a selection of t-shirts and sweatshirts with the FPUCC 

logo.  Orders will be accepted May 5th - May 26th.  Delivery will be June 9th.  Order forms on the table in 

the Narthex, on the FPUCC website and Facebook page.  Questions? -- Contact Julie Loika 

(JLL8084@outlook.com or 636-399-5742) 

Greetings from the Open and Affirming Task Force! 

Thank you for your input 

 

The Open and Affirming Task force thanks all 

of you who took the time to meet with us and 

share your input.  We have learned so much 

from the conversations that we have already 

had.  We have heard the good and the bad, 

mostly good.  We have been working on any of 

the “bad” observations that we can do some-

thing about. For example, we worked on adjust-

ing the sound system, we have tried to do a bet-

ter job of explaining the offering basket during 

worship and we are working on better ways to 

maintain contact with those who are unable to 

attend church to name a few.  Most people were 

very pleased with the way things are going in 

the church in general.   

 

We also discussed the Open & Affirming pro-

cess that we are going through and have re-

ceived overwhelming positive responses.  To 

my knowledge, there has not been one discus-

sion where anyone was against the idea of our 

church becoming an Open and Affirming 

Church.  The biggest concern that was ex-

pressed by some was regarding displaying the 

rainbow flag.  The concern was not so much the 

flag itself but rather the reactions that it might 

generate in the wider community. Placing a 

rainbow comma on our signboard seemed like 

an acceptable option to these folks.   

Task Force Shares during worship 

 

On April 7, members of the task force 

shared their experiences from attending 

the Gateway Open & Affirming Convocation:  

 

• Helen observed how working on the task force has 

truly given her the opportunity to have a much 

more open mind both in knowledge and apprecia-

tion of the LGBT community as well as other di-

verse communities. 

• Marny shared how helpful being on the task force 

had been to her when she learned that one of her 

relatives is transgender.  Her better understanding 

has helped her greet her relative with an acceptance 

that she would not have been prepared for prior to 

learning while being on the task force. 

• Donna focused on the youth.  She shared how ex-

periences of rejection and stress among LGBT 

youth lead to high suicide rates.  It is important for 

youth to feel welcomed and accepted in their place 

of worship. 

•  Brenda spoke about the legal issues that the LGBT 

community still faces in terms of housing, job secu-

rity or lack of, and what is being presented to the 

legislature in the near future.   

• Pastor shared some of the difficulties a gentleman 

who is blind has experienced in finding an accom-

modating place to worship.  It really opened her 

eyes, so to speak, on how unwelcoming a church 

can be in physical ways and not even realize it.  

This really struck close to home with our new part-

nership with our new relationship with the Emmaus 

community. 

mailto:JLL8084@outlook.com


Worship - Every Sunday at 1:00 p.m. 

Bible Study - Every Wednesday at 4:30 p.m. 

Friedens Peace UCC 
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Events in and around town 
 

May 5 Chicken Dinner St. Paul UCC, Defiance  11:00 a.m. until 5:30 p.m. 

May 8 Red Cross Blood Drive Daniel Boone Elementary 4:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. 

May 8 27th Annual Peace Officer St. Charles Memorial Gardens 7:00 p.m. 

 Memorial Candlelight Service 

May 18 Barbecue St. John’s UCC, Weldon Springs  11:00 a.m. 

Issue:  May 2019, Pg 5  

Help Wanted – Butterfly & Moon – St. Charles 

 

Butterfly & Moon, a women’s boutique on South Main Street, St Charles, is looking for seasonal help. Ideal 

candidate loves clothing and accessories, is good with the public, and able to stand for 5-6 hours. Private gated 

lot parking, shop discount and many other perks!  Contact Brenda at 314.704.4412 or visit at 814 S. Main 

Street, St. Charles, MO 

MMS Conference Mission Trip for ALL ages 

Shannandale Community Center 

Salem, MO 

May 23-26 

 

This inspiring work trip includes service options of raking, brush 

clearing, helping in craft store, or addressing local family needs.  

There will also be time for floating, hiking, canoeing, kayaking,  

volleyball and basketball.   

 

Questions or information contact Joyce Bethke at 

joyce.bathke@yahoo.com or 314.409.2929 or see the flyer on the 

bulletin board in the Narthex. 

 

Cost - $85 per person, meals included.   



Date Liturgist Usher/Greeter Worship Coordinator &  

Money Counter 

AV 

May 5 

Cong. Mtg. 

Brenda Fraser Chris Volle Chris Volle Dave Volle 

May 12 

Mother’s Day 

 Marissa Benne Mike Loyd Sharon Wolf 

May 19 

Ice Cream Social 

Helen Proctor-Tu Chris Volle Chris Volle Dave Volle 

May 26 Dewey Clover      Sharon Wolf 

June 2 Brenda Fraser  Sharon Wolf Donna Curdt 

2019 Worship Assistants -  Please consider helping with one of the open dates. 

Jacob Paige May 7 

Todd Joerling May 12 

Bill Speckert May 16 

Brandee Joerling May 27 

Tamira Benne May 28 

Gwen & Dabney Tolson May 1 

Nancy & Todd Overstreet May 7 
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Kristen Eck  Helen Koch 

Gwen Tolson Owen Hagenhoff 

Dot Clover Vicki Coday 

Doug Volle Luke Volle 

Ida and Carl Gerdiman 

Ray and Imo Easley 

 

Every 

Thursday 

Choir 7:00 p.m. 

4 Work Day at Church 8:30 a.m. 

5 Congregational Meeting 11:00 a.m. 

6 Trust Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

6 ONA Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

11-18 Pastor’s Vacation  

12 Mother’s Day All Day 

19 Spunky Church and Ice Cream 

Social 

11:00 a.m. 

20 ASF&F Planning Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

21 Council Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

26 Deadline for Spirit wear orders  

May Events / Meetings at Friedens Peace 

Link our Online Calendar @ 

Issue:  May 2019, Pg 7  



Friedens Peace United Church of Christ 

www.friedens-peaceucc.org 

Phone:  636-828-5980 

3560 Mill Street / PO Box 28 

New Melle, MO  63365 

Email:  friedenspeace@gmail.com 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/
Friedens-Peace-United-Church-of-Christ-

122879711068097/  

Pastor:  Rev. Karen Eck 

Cell:  720-351-2319     Home:  636-828-4632 

Email:  Friedenspastor@centurytel.net 

  
 

Friedens Peace UCC Mission Statement   

The mission of Friedens Peace United Church 

of Christ is to help families grow together in 

Faith, Spirit, Love, and Community through 

the study of the Gospel and fellowship that 

demonstrates the way of Christ locally and 

worldwide. 
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Friedens Peace United Church of Christ 

3560 Mill Street/PO Box 28 

New Melle, MO 63365 

 

We’re on the Web 

Www.friedens-peaceucc.org 

mailto:friedenspeace@gmail.com
mailto:Friedenspastor@centurytel.net

