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Growing together our faith, our families, and our communities.  Here we are Lord! 

Congratulations! 
Lily Paige 

and 
Caroline Robertson 

 
our two newest confirmation 

students receiving their bibles 
from Friedens Peace UCC.  They are 

studying with Pastor Don Fransden’s 
group at St. Paul’s UCC 

ASFF Guest Cruise Into Spring! 
On Palm Sunday the Abraham & Sarah Feast & Festivities team 
greeted guests as they drove through to receive a spring gift bag.  
The team prepared and distributed 20 bags to New Melle area     
senior citizens.  Thanks to everyone who volunteered and donated 
items for the bags.  It is such a blessing to catch up with our ASFF 
regulars. 
 
Save the Date – Ice Cream Social Sunday, July 18th - more details to  
follow soon. 
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Dear Siblings in Christ, 
 
Grace and peace to you in the name of our Savior Jesus!  I am so glad to be serving along side you 
here at Friedens Peace UCC.  I am thankful for you, and I pray for all of you. 
 
Now that we are approaching the month of April, a wonderful holiday is right around the corner.  
You all know which one I am talking about, right?  Of course, it’s April Fools day!  You may think I’m 
joking, but no, I am actually serious. 
 
I personally love that April Fools Day always falls right around the same time as Holy Week and  
Easter.  Why?  Because I am always reminded that on the Saturday of Holy Week, God pulled off the 
greatest upset the world has ever known:  Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was crucified on a cross, 
died, and whose body was laid to rest in a tomb, rose up from the dead.  He defeated what Paul tells 
us in 1 Corinthians 15:26 is the last enemy to be destroyed, which is death.  And not only did Jesus 
defeat this final enemy just for himself, but what’s more — he defeated death for all of us!  April 
Fools Day, for me, is always a day when I experience deep joy and satisfaction remembering that   
because of God’s grace, I am yoked with Jesus in pulling off this greatest upset that there could ever 
be.  Therefore, I have reason to rejoice in eternal hope. 
 
Friends, this past year has been one of the hardest and most painful ones many of us will ever experi-
ence; and though it seems to be fading in some ways, the storm is very much still upon us.  Still, we 
all have the gift of absolute joy to experience this Easter season.  Why?  Because we are recipients of 
grace.  Jesus Christ is Grace Incarnate.  And Jesus Christ gives himself to us today, just as he gave him-
self to us on the cross over two millennia ago.  No matter who you are, what you have done, or what 
you are going through, God’s grace is here for you today. 
 
As we look back on the past year, we need to do the necessary work of grieving our losses, as well as 
standing alongside others as they grieve their losses.  And there are many.  I will write more of these 
next month.  But for now, let us remember what this Easter season is all about:  Grace with a capital 
“G.”  We rejoice in this season because of Jesus. 
 
In some Christian traditions, at the start of Lent, the word “Alleluia” 
is literally written down and buried, only to be recovered on Holy 
Saturday or Easter morning.  Well, friends, our own Alleluias may 
only be figuratively buried.  But even though we are still braving the 
storm in many ways, let us unbury our Alleluias at Easter and shout 
for joy in the Lord, our Savior, whose grace is for us always.  Alleluia, 
amen and amen! 
 
In Christ, 
 

Pastor Bev 
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Outreach Committee 

Outreach has been really busy!  As you can tell by the front page, we hosted an Abraham and Sarah Feast 
and Festivities on Palm Sunday.   
 
We are still hosting a “Lenten Food Pantry Collection”.  Chris Volle contacted the St. Vincent DePaul Food 
Pantry and the following items were requested: 
 

Shampoo and Conditioner 
Shaving Lotion 

Sugar 
Coffee 

Beef Stew 
Sauerkraut 

Vegetable soup 
Mixed vegetables 

 
We have a box, in the church basement, for your donations.  We will be ending our collection on Easter 
Sunday.  Please drop your donations off at church. 
 
If you can help by making food donations, working the events, or praying for the events, we would great-
ly appreciate it.  We need volunteers to help make Outreach in the community happen!  Contact Julie  
Loika (636.399.5742 or JLL8084@outlook.com) if you’d like to volunteer. 

Note from Pastor Bev: 

I would like to invite each of you to join me in a spiritual 

practice of writing out one verse of Scripture each day.  It 

helps to have a dedicated notebook or journal for this, but 

you could certainly do whatever works best for you.  This 

practice provides a way of spending just a few minutes each 

day intentionally meditating on God’s Word.  We will         

include a new set of verses every month. 

mailto:JLL8084@outlook.com
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Greetings from the  
Open & Affirming Task Force 
 
10th Annual Gateway ONA/Disciples Alliance 
Q/DOC Mid-American ONA Ministry/3rd Annu-
al Heartland ONA Convocation 
March 6, 2021 
 
By Marny Koch, ONA Task Force Member 
 
This is the third time I have attended the ONA Con-
vocation.  This year’s meeting was held via Zoom.  
The change in format had advantages and disad-
vantages, but that’s not the point of this article! 
 
I attended three of the presentations: 
 
1. Biblical “Clobber” Texts 
2. ONA 201:  Living into your ONA Covenant 
3. Creating Inclusive Worship 
 
All contained good information, but I believe the 
third one was the most moving for me as it relates 
to our church. 
 
It asked - “Why do people come to a particular 
church?”  The answer—some come for the liturgy, 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
some for the music and some for the message.  So, 
our goal should be to have a service that appeals to  
all of these people.  A service that offers a worship 
experience that uses all of our senses, to openly 
welcome anyone and everyone who comes to the 
door and to make them feel at home in our House 
of God.  That is the true meaning of being an Open 
and Affirming (ONA) church. 
 
ONA is not just being nice to LGBTQIA+ people and 
flying a colorful flag.  This misconception has 
raised fears of “those people” coming from afar to 
invade our church.  ONA is wholeheartedly wel-
coming people of different races, different nation-
alities, different customs, different physical abili-
ties, different mental abilities, different sexual ori-
entations and different gender identities.  ONA is a 
process, not a goal. 
 
I believe we at Friedens Peace UCC are already 
there.  It is a part of our constitution.  It’s in our 
covenant with Emmaus Homes.  It’s in our hearts. 

Good Friday service will be at 6:30 p.m. via our   
Facebook Page.  You are invited to watch this ser-
vice while you have your Friday meal.  This service 
will have friends of Jesus sharing their interactions 
with him during his lifetime.  If you have never had 
the opportunity to experience this service, now you 
can!  It will also be posted on our webpage, 
friedens-peaceucc.com. 
 
Easter Service will be at 
10:00 a.m., with no meal or 
Easter Egg Hunt.  The 
church will be open for    

anyone wishing to watch the recorded message in 
the sanctuary.  We will have communion elements 
available in the sanctuary also.  We ask if you are 
attending the service please wear a mask and fol-
low the guidelines regarding social distancing. 
 
Our hope is this in-person worship is a success and 
we will be able to offer this at least once a month.  
However, we will continue to have the service 
available on Facebook and our website. 

http://www.friedens-peaceucc.com
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Fundraising/Fellowship Committee 

We are very happy to announce we are hosting our 
Annual Chicken Dinner.  It will be held May 23 
from 11:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. and will be Drive-
Thru only.   
 
We have tailored dinner items so that everything 
will fit into one large carryout box.  In doing so 
that means we do not need bread or deserts from 
the congregation. 
 
We will need your help!  There will be basically 
two shifts of 10 people for the dinner.  We will 
need people in the fry shack, people to prepare the 
side items, people to box up the food, people to 
take orders and people to “run” food between the 
kitchen and the order point. 
 
We will also need help on Saturday to dress chick-
ens and make dump cakes and extra help for clean 
up on Sunday.   
 
Please contact Donna Curdt at 636.634.1150 to let 
her know what day you can volunteer.  
 

 
 

Fried Chicken Carryout Dinner 
 

Sunday, May 23 
 

11 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. 
 

Dinner includes: 
3 pieces of Chicken 
Potatoes & Gravy 

Green Beans 
Apple Dump cake 

 
Price:  $10.50 

 
Extra piece of chicken  

WITH dinner only:  $1.00 

Check youR calendars 

WE will need everyone’s help  

to make this a success 
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Dear Lord, help us to remember that You are Yahweh Shalom.  Help us to stop try-
ing to create peace in our lives and instead run to You to receive it.  You know all 
the things that are stressing us out Lord.  Sometimes it seems overwhelming.  
Help us to trust You more so that we will obey You more.  We believe that when 
we seek You, it will be all right.  In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
 
God in your grace, hear our prayers! 

6 Worship Committee Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

19 Trust Committee Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

20 Council Meeting 6:30 p.m. 

28 Outreach Committee Meeting 7:00 p.m.  

April Events / Meetings at Friedens Peace 

24 Lily Paige 27 Billy and Donna Curdt* 

31 Patrice and Brenda Billings/Fraser* 

4 Dewey and Dot Clover 

*Billy, Donna, Patrice and Brenda 
I’m sorry I missed your March Anniversaries. 

New Melle Passion Play 
The play has been postponed for another year.  Try as we may, we could not gather enough people 
together in order to bring the play to life.  We are however, posting a shortened version on YouTube 
and our Facebook page for all to share and to be a part of your Easter celebration. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0J04UPQHXZU&t=385s or the one linked to the New Melle 
Community Passion Play Facebook page. 
Enjoy, 
Donna 

https://www.friedens-peaceucc.org/events-calendar
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0J04UPQHXZU&t=385s
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Friedens Peace United Church of Christ 

www.friedens-peaceucc.org 

Phone:  636-828-5980 

3560 Mill Street / PO Box 28 

New Melle, MO  63365 

Email:  friedenspeace@gmail.com 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/Friedens-
Peace-United-Church-of-Christ-122879711068097/ 

                www.instragm.com/friedenspeaceucc 
  www.twitter.com/UccPeace  

 

 

 

Friedens Peace UCC Mission Statement   

The mission of Friedens Peace United Church 

of Christ is to help families grow together in 

Faith, Spirit, Love, and Community through 

the study of the Gospel and fellowship that 

demonstrates the way of Christ locally and 

worldwide. 
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We’re on the Web 

www.friedens-peaceucc.org 
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