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December Dates 
to Remember 

 

2 Making Cinnamon Rolls, 4:00 pm 
 

7 Making Christmas Cookies, 9:00 am 
 

8 Christmas Bake Sale, 11:30 am 
 

15 ECH and Teddy Bears for Trevor 
 gifts due to church 
 

22 Adopt A Family gifts due to church 
 

24 Christmas Eve Candlelight         
Communion Service, 9 pm 

 

Advent Poem  
by Mary Taylor 

 
How hard it is to be patient, Child. 

Your coming we anticipate. 
Patience is not our strong suit, Child. 

It is truly hard to wait. 
 

We prepare gifts and food and cards 
In many stops and starts. 

But so often we forget, Child, 
We first must prepare our hearts. 

 
Shepherds saw your star, Child, 

And were witnesses to your birth. 
We await you as our shepherd, 

God’s caring love for earth. 
 

Angels proclaimed your coming. 
The good news was sung with joy. 

We sing in joyous anticipation 
Of the birth of this holy boy. 

 
You have come among us, Holy Child, 

Now a babe in a manger born. 
But you will give your life for us, 

Rising triumphant on Easter morn. 

Christmas Challenge 
If you were at church on November 24, 
you heard Sharon Wolf challenge each of 
us to do something nice for someone, 
everyday through the holiday season 
and beyond.  We would like to take that 
one step further - write down each thing 
you did, bring to church with you on 
Sunday and add it to our Christmas 
Blessings Jar.  Let’s watch the jar fill with 
blessings you gave to others.  As we 
watch the jar fill, we can see how one 
act of kindness, each day can snowball 
into something amazing! 
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One of our popular newer hymns (written in 1985) begins and end with these words: 
 

I was there to hear your borning cry, 
I'll be there when you are old. 

I rejoiced the day you were baptized, 
to see your life unfold. 

 
It always touches my heart to sing these words reminding me that God has never and will never leave our 
sides. 
 
Last month I attended a workshop on “Older Adult” connections in our congregations.  We talked about how 
a church can meet the needs of an aging congregation and we talked about the gifts older adults provide a 
congregation. 
 
At what age do you think people report being the happiest?  I was surprised to learn that it is in their 70’s.  
The participants all wrote down their age and then were asked to write down what age they feel.  Everyone 
in that room felt younger than their actual age by 4 to 15 years.  The spark for life and vitality does not dimin-
ish as the years go by.  The way we interact with life may change and our abilities may shift but our emotional 
and spiritual vibrancy and needs may heighten. 
 
While the workshop focus was older adults, the conversation often turned to the importance of intergenera-
tional relationships.  The church, has been and continues to be, a place where people of various age groups 
can play together, learn from each other, and share their faith together.  It is a gift the church can provide to 
the world to be a home where every generation of people is valued and respected for their insights and their 
wisdom.  It sparked my imagination about ways we could nurture relationships within our congregation. 
 
We are entering the time of advent – a time of watching, waiting, an-
ticipating the birth of the Christ child among us.  I invite us all to watch 
for insight and begin to imagine new ways of intentionally building in-
tergenerational relationships in our church family.   
 
This booklet and lots of handouts from the workshop are available for 
you to review – check out the resource table in the gathering room. 
 
 
The lights of hope, peace, joy, and love be with you in the weeks 
ahead, 
 
Pastor Karen 
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News and Events 

Outreach 
 
 
 
 

A Christmas Gathering 
Emmaus 

and 
Friedens Peace UCC 

Sunday, December 15th 
11:30 am 

 
Lunch and Dessert will be served, 
along with Christmas carols and 
crafts.  Please plan to attend, if you 
feel like having fun and fellowship! 
 

If you can help with the setup, call 
Chris Volle at 636.578.4979 
 

Adopt A Family 
We have adopted a local family for 
Christmas.  Gift tags will be availa-
ble on the tree in the Narthex Sun-
day, December 8.  Please wrap your 
gifts and attach the tag from the 
tree.  All gifts must be received no 
later than December 22. 
 

Teddy Bears for Trevor 
In honor of Trevor Joerling, we are 
collecting new teddy bears to be 
given to a hospitalized child at 
Christmas.  Bring your teddy bear to 
church by December 15.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Building and Grounds: 
Bids have been received for hand-
rails for the west steps and a fence 
for the area outside the kitchen 
door, as approved by the congrega-
tion.  It is anticipated they will be 
installed soon.  Further landscaping 
is on hold until spring. 
 
Lift (elevator): 
We have been working with Em-
maus to help our building be more 
accessible for both of our congrega-
tions.  After much research we de-
cided a outside lift would provide 
the best overall access for both en-
try and movement within the build-
ing.  The cost is estimated to be 
about $70,000.  The congregation 
voted at a previous meeting to pro-
vide 10% of the funding or a maxi-
mum of $7500.  Emmaus has found 
that securing funding for the re-
maining portion has been much 
more challenging than anticipated.  
Discussions are continuing about 
how to proceed. 
 
Open and Affirming (ONA): 
Individual conversations with mem-
bers and friends are wrapping up in 
December.  If you desire to partici-
pate in a one on one conversation 
and have been missed please con-
tact Helen Proctor-Tu (636-485-
8231) right away.  The team will be 
meeting on January 8 to review and 
make recommendations for our 
congregation.  Would you like to 
join us, if so, please come to this 
meeting. 

 
 
 
 

Elections: 
Helen Proctor-Tu and Bill Speckert 
have completed their 3 year terms 
on council.  Thank you for your ser-
vice.   
 
Elected for new 3 years terms are 
Kent Robertson and Tina Benne.  
Continuing on church council is 
Mike Loyd, Sharon Wolf, Linda Lenz, 
and Chris Volle. 
 
A complete list of elected and ap-
pointed positions is available in the 
office and will be coming with the 
January annual report. 
 

Committee Chairperson 
Please get your committee’s 2020 
budget request into our treasurer, 
Helen Procter-Tu as soon as possi-
ble.  She needs this to complete the 
2020 budget. 
 

Also, it’s that time of the year to get 
your Annual Report completed and 
submitted to the church office.   

Congregational Meeting News 
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News and Events 

Faith Formation 

 
 

December 8 
Volunteers are: 

Arron Benne 
and 

Jacob Paige 
 

Confirmation Class Update 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
On the weekend of November 23rd 
and 24th the confirmation class 
along with Donna Curdt and Arron 
Benne attended the Middle School 
camp at Camp Mo Val.  The theme 
for the weekend was "Let Your 
Light Shine".  The kids got a chance 
to explore how they can let their 
light shine in this world and how 

they can effect others by doing so.  
They had small group discussions 
through out the weekend.  They 
also got a chance to do a lot of oth-
er activities.  Those included a 
hayride, a glow dance, gaga ball, 
and others.  Fun was had by all that 
went, many new friends were 
made.  The group is excited about 
possibly returning this summer to 
camp with their new found friends.  
If you get a minute ask the kids 
about the weekend, I am sure they 
will have some good stories.   
 

Youth Service Project 
Every Child’s Hope (ECH) 

Our youth are collecting gifts for 
ECH’s Hope Chest and delivering 
them on Dec 15.   
 

If you would like to contribute, 
they are looking for new items, for 
babies up to adults, crafts supplies, 
sports equipment, Christmas décor 
and wrapping essentials, electron-
ics and toys.  Any little bit would be 
appreciated.  You can bring it to 
church anytime before the 15th, or 
to worship on the 15th. 
 

Warming Centers 
On Nov 14, Pastor Karen and Jill 
Climer attended the training for 
volunteers at the Warming Centers 
for St. Charles County homeless.  
The warming centers are open 
when the predicted overnight tem-
peratures are 20° or below.  Faith 
UCC in Wentzville, as well as First 

Baptist of Wentzville and 
Wentzville Christian Church have 
agreed to open their doors to serve 
as warming centers. 
 

If you know anyone looking for a 
place to come inside for the night, 
they can call the Hotline Number, 
636.395.0492 for activation status.  
Transportation may be available.  
This number serves the St. Charles, 
Lincoln and Warren Counties.  The 
Emergency Weather Response is 
open from November 16, 2019 
thru March 14, 2020. 
 

Membership News 
New Members: 

Alex Buehner 
Elise DeFord 

Since Alex and Elise have been un-
der the weather, we will have bio’s 
in our next newsletter.   
 

Transferred Member: 
Ellen Meier has found a church 
home at St. John UCC, in Chester-
field.   
 

Did you know? 
You can access videos of the scrip-
tures and Pastor’s message on our 
website:  https://www.friedens-
peaceucc.org/worship-video  
 
You can access the church calendar 
at https://www.friedens-
peaceucc.org/events-calendar 

 

https://www.friedens-peaceucc.org/worship-video
https://www.friedens-peaceucc.org/worship-video
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News and Events 

Fundraising 

Christmas Bake Sale 
December 7 - 9:00 a.m. 

December 8 - 11:15 a.m. 
 

Don’t forget, cookie baking and 
decorating on the 7th, starting at 
9:00 a.m. and work until we are 
done or as long as you have time.  
More hands makes for less work!   
 

Working with your church family 
makes the day go by faster and 
you learn a little more about each 
one of them! 
 

Also, we ask that each family bring 
12 dozen home baked cookies or 
candy for the sale on December 
8th.  We will start at 11:30 and sell 
until we are out. 

What is the definition of steward-
ship?  Merriam-Webster defines it 
as:  1) the office, duties, and obli-
gations of a steward, 2) the con-
ducting, supervising or managing 
of something.  We are the manag-
ers of our church’s mission.  By 
giving of our time, talents and 
gifts, we are being stewards of 
God’s house.  We are blessed eve-
ry day, in one way or another.  By 
sharing those blessing with others, 
we are being the church. 
 

In order to plan for the 2020 year, 
and our church mission, we need 

your pledge cards.  It is not too 
late to turn them in!  You can mail 
them to the church or drop them 
off in the church office any time 
before 12/15/19.  We are close to 
our goal, let’s make it all the way!   
 

Acts 20:35:  In all this I have given 
you an example that by such work 
we must support the weak, remem-
bering the words of the Lord Jesus, 
for he himself said, ‘It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.’ 

Last Request 
We are in the process of inventorying all of our keys.  Please, if you have keys to the church, call the 
church office (636.828.5980) or email at friedespeace@gmail.com and let us know which keys you 
have ASAP.  We know many more of you have keys, than those who have responded.  We would like 
to complete this task by the end of the year.  

Stewardship 

 
Mark you calendars 

Friedens Peace Worship 
Candlelight and Communion 

Service - 9:00 p.m. 
 

Emmaus Worship 
1:00 p.m. 

 

Poinsettias 
Christmas Eve 

If you would like to place a 
poinsettia on the chancel at 
our Christmas Eve service in 
memory/honor of a loved 
one, the envelopes are on 
the table in the Narthex 

Cost:  $10 each 
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Events In and Around Town 

Dec. 5, 6, & 7 The Spirit of CHRISTmas at Starkenburg Holiday Concerts 2:30 p.m. 

 St. Martin’s Church & Museum, Starkenburg 

Dec. 6 Augusta’s 37th Annual Candlelight Christmas Walks 5:00—10:00 p.m. 

Dec. 7 “It’s Green, White and Read All Over” author, Ann Hazelwood 10:00 a.m. 

 Mini Quilt Display and Luncheon, Zion UCC, Troy, MO  $12 

 Call 636.528.7562 for reservations 

Dec 14 Jazz Noel, A Christmas Journey, Parkway UCC, 2841 N. Ballas Road 3:00 p.m. 

Dec 15 Jazz Noel, A Christmas Journey, First Congregational Church 3:00 p.m. 

 Of Webster Groves, UCC, 10 W. Lockwood Ave. 

Jan 3-5 Young Adult Winter Retreat—See Flyer on Bulletin Board 
 

Baue Funerals—Crematory—Cemetery invite  
you to join them for their  

Annual Holiday Remembrance Program t 
o be held: 

 

Thursday, December 5 7:00 p.m. 
Baue O’Fallon Chapel 
 

Saturday, December 7 11:00 a.m. 
Baue Cave Springs Chapel 
 

Saturday, December 8 2:00 p.m. 
Baue Cave Springs Chapel 
 

Monday, December 9 7:00 p.m. 
Baue St. Charles Chapel 

 

Call 636.328.0874 to register 

2019 Hubble Space Telescope  
Advent Calendar 

 

Time once more for a holiday tradition:  the 
12th annual Hubble Space Telescope Advent 
Calendar.  Every day until Wednesday, De-
cember 25, this page will present one new 
incredible image of our universe from 
NASA’s Hubble telescope.  Be sure to come 
back every day until the 25th 
 
https://www.theatlantic.com/
photo/2019/12/2019-hubble-space-
telescope-advent-calendar/602827/   

Closing Policy for Bad Weather 
As winter and possible bad weather is approaching, we want to remind you of our policy on closing church. 
 
We will send emails, early Sunday morning to inform you of closings.  We will also post a message on  
FaceBook and will display closure on Channel 2. 
 
If you have any questions, please make the decision to be safe, first and foremost, in deciding to come to 
church. 

https://www.theatlantic.com/photo/2019/12/2019-hubble-space-telescope-advent-calendar/602827/
https://www.theatlantic.com/photo/2019/12/2019-hubble-space-telescope-advent-calendar/602827/
https://www.theatlantic.com/photo/2019/12/2019-hubble-space-telescope-advent-calendar/602827/
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Date Liturgist Usher/Greeter Worship Coordinator &  
Money Counter 

AV 

Dec 1 Alex Buehner Elise DeFord Linda Lenz Sharon Wolf 

Dec 8 Helen Proctor-Tu Dave Volle Chris Volle Scott Schwimley 

Dec 15 Donna Curdt  Linda Lenz Scott Schwimley 

Dec 22 Marny Koch  Sharon Wolf Scott Schwimley 

Dec 24 Helen Proctor-Tu Alex Buehner & Elise DeFord  Scott Schwimley 

Dec 29 Sharon Wolf  Linda Lenz Donna Curdt 

2019 Worship Assistants -  Please consider helping with one of the open dates. 

Gerry and Sharon Wolf Dec 14 

https://www.friedens-peaceucc.org/events-calendar  

Ray and Imo Easley  Ida and Carl Gerdiman Dewey and Dot Clover 

Helen Proctor-Tu  Michelle Hendricks  Carolyn Delohi 

Chris Paige   Brendan Daly 

Owen, Jamie and Jacob Hagenhoff 

Every 
Wednesday 

Emmaus Bible Study and  
Potluck Dinner 

4:30 p.m. 

Every Thurs-
day 

Choir 7:00 p.m. 

3 Worship Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

17 Council Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

November Events / Meetings at Friedens Peace 

Link our Online Calendar @ 
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11 Donna Curdt 

11 Ray Easley 

15 Marny Koch 

DECEMBER 

https://www.friedens-peaceucc.org/events-calendar


Friedens Peace United Church of Christ 

www.friedens-peaceucc.org 

Phone:  636-828-5980 

3560 Mill Street / PO Box 28 

New Melle, MO  63365 

Email:  friedenspeace@gmail.com 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/Friedens-
Peace-United-Church-of-Christ-122879711068097/  

                www.instragm.com/friedenspeaceucc 
  www.twitter.com/UccPeace  

Pastor:  Rev. Karen Eck 

Cell:  720-351-2319     Home:  636-828-4632 

Email:  Friedenspastor@centurytel.net 

Friedens Peace UCC Mission Statement   

The mission of Friedens Peace United Church 

of Christ is to help families grow together in 

Faith, Spirit, Love, and Community through 

the study of the Gospel and fellowship that 

demonstrates the way of Christ locally and 

worldwide. 
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Friedens Peace United Church of Christ 

3560 Mill Street/PO Box 28 

New Melle, MO 63365 

 

We’re on the Web 

www.friedens-peaceucc.org 

mailto:friedenspeace@gmail.com
http://www.instragm.com/friedenspeaceucc
http://www.twitter.com/UccPeace
mailto:Friedenspastor@centurytel.net

