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Growing together our faith, our families, and our communities.  Here we are Lord! 

There is a new service door in the kitchen.  It looks great and all we need to do is get it painted before 
bad weather.  We will be asking for volunteers when it gets a little cooler.  The plan is to paint the door 
and the concrete wall outside to a better color against the brick. 

And look at the updated nursery.  What a difference, Lily Paige you did a great job!!  Thank you for all 
the work you put into it.  Very impressive.  Next time you are in the building, check it out! 

LOOK WHAT’S NEW!!! 
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Dear Siblings in Christ, 
 
Grace and peace to you in Jesus' name. 
 
This pastoral letter will follow up my letter from July, when I asked you to consider a few deep ques-
tions related to the terms "open" and "affirming."  I asked you to consider the current state of our 
congregation with regard to how "open" we are to all people, and separately, how "affirming" we are 
of all people. 
 
As a relatively new person in this congregation, I will offer my input based on my experience so far.  I 
shared this perspective with our church council, and they asked me to also share it with the congre-
gation.  I care about you all so much, and it is my hope to be a help to you and provide what I hope to 
be valuable insight as we discern God's will for our congregation. 
 
I would personally agree with many of our members that when compared with all other Christian 
churches, Friedens Peace UCC is pretty open.  For instance, we do not disallow anyone to serve or 
receive communion based on demographics.  And from what I have seen and heard from members of 
our congregation, I believe that if strangers walked through our doors, almost no matter who they 
were, we would greet them with smiles and try to help them feel welcome.  Furthermore, the people 
of this congregation have chosen to call an interim pastor who interprets Scripture through a lens 
that is based on God's love and God's grace, as well as God's intention for equality and justice among 
all God's creation and all people.  To me, that all speaks to your commitment to be "open."  So if I was 
rating Friedens Peace on a scale of 1-10 with regard to "openness," I would probably rate it pretty 
highly!  Maybe not a "10," but pretty high up there. 
 
As for the term "affirming," well, that is certainly something for us to look at closely.  I am not sure 
how affirming we are or have been of our neighbors, especially our neighbors who identify as 
LGBQT+.  Everyone needs affirmation, right?  It feels good for a reason.  So what does it mean to be 
"affirmed?"  Can you think of a time in your life where you suffered shame, and then later on, re-
ceived affirmation that helped to heal some of that shame?  How much did that make an impact on 
your life, first for the worse, and then for the better? 
 
We have a wonderful opportunity before us, to reach out in an intentional way to those who have 
suffered shame from authority figures, society, and even the church, based on personal de-
mographics.  In some cases, people (aka beloved children of God) are still persecuted and suffer real 
and completely unjust discrimination in our society.  I can't imagine that struggle or the courage it 
must take to journey through it.  Is it enough to have an open-door policy, or can we do more to 
reach out and be the hands and feet of Christ for our neighbors so in need of affirmation and sup-
port?  Can we imagine that God is not just calling us to be a neutral presence in our community, but a 
healing one?  Our outreach ministry is robust and successful in so many ways--developing relation-
ships, building bridges, and ministering the Gospel through actions as well as words--but perhaps 
there are ways God is calling us to believe that we could reach out even more, to a portion of our 
population who needs our out-reach and love more than ever. 

Continued on Page 3 
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Abraham and Sarah Feast & Festivities 
July Summer Fun Event 

Brings Lots of Smiles 
 

Thank you to everyone who helped make the July 18th ASFF event possible.  We were blessed with a 
nice breeze and lots of shade.  Everyone had a good time chatting and enjoying some ice cream on the 

front lawn.  It was a great chance for our seniors to catch up and make new friends.   
Several are even working to form a bridge group. 

 
Our next event will be held on Sunday, October 18th. 

We're planning a Fall Festival for the seniors. 
Join in the planning at the August 25th Outreach meeting @ 7:00 pm. 

I would also offer the perspective that part of "affirming" another 
person for who they are, is to authentically acknowledge that they 
have as much to offer us as we have to offer them.  In being 
"affirming" of another person, we must humble ourselves in turn.  
Scripture tells us that all people are on an equal playing field before 
God, but we don't always believe or act that way.  In hoping to be 
"affirming," are we saying that we will invite others to be more like 
us, or are we ourselves open to the change within ourselves that 
these new relationships might bring?  Change is never comfortable, 
but if it is a change God is ordaining, then it will be good.  That's the 
truth.  I know it can be scary to truly say to God, "Mold me.  Make me and this church in your image, 
whatever that means."  But sometimes being a Christian means that life gets scarier for a minute.  Just 
remember--that part doesn't last forever.  Remember who wins:  Jesus.  That means love, resurrection, 
peace, and justice win.  So we don't have to be afraid of any change God may be calling us toward, even 
within ourselves. 
 
An open theology and open doors are a great place for us to start--and praise God, this is what we have!  
Many churches in our area are not in a place, within their denomination or statement of beliefs, to be 
able to offer to all people what we may be able to.  But we can.  With that in mind, though, I ask us all, is 
an open-door policy enough?  I believe we can go a lot further in our mission to be "affirming" of our 
neighbors, if that is a mission we choose to adopt.  I am with you along the journey. 
 
God is so good!  God is doing exciting things in the ministry of the Church.  Isn't it wonderful to be able 
to be a part of it? 
 
The peace of Christ be with you. 
 
Pastor Bev 
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From the Worship Committee: 
Worship in the Park is rapidly approaching. 
Don’t forget to mark your calendar… 
 

August 22nd 
10:00 a.m. 

Broemmelsiek Park 
Shelter 7 

“Opening Up and New Life” 
Caterpillars and Butterflies 

 
We are planning several family friendly activities.  
So, invite your family, friends and neighbors to 
join us for a fun filled day. 
 
Our friends from Emmaus will be joining us for 
worship this day.  They can only have food that is 
prepared in their kitchens.  So, in order to comply 
with their rules this year, we ask each family to 
bring your own lunch, drinks and supplies.  With 
any luck, next year we will be back to our Potluck 
Lunch. 
 

From the Coat Rack: 
Do you know me?  If so, would you take me home, 
I miss you…. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

From the Council: 
Nursery 
Another big THANK YOU to Lily Paige for all of her 
hard work on updating the Nursery.  It looks awe-
some!   
 
When Pastor Bev comes back from Maternity 
Leave, we will need volunteers for the Nursery 
during the church service.  If you are interested in 
doing this, please sign up on the Volunteer list on 
the table in the Narthex, or call the church office. 
 
Apple Butter 
Keep a lookout for upcoming details of our Apple 
Butter cooking and canning this year.  We will be 
cooking this year!  Yippee! 
 
Bill Paying/Reimbursement Procedures 
If you have a bill that needs to be paid or a bill 
that you want to be reimbursed for, please follow 
the procedures to do so.  It is important to follow 
the correct procedures, for accurate accounting. 
 
Procedure: 
Fill out an Expense Request Form that is located 
in the treasurer’s mailbox in the church office.  
The form identifies who needs to be paid, the ad-
dress and phone number of the payee and prop-
er budget item to be charged.  By filling this form 
out, it helps the treasurer to know exactly how to 
handle the bill.  If it is supposed to be reimbursed 
from a special fund, please note on the form, in 
the Comments section. 
 
Building Usage Procedures 
As a church, we have procedures in place for ac-
tivities that happen in the building.  If you wish to 
use the building, for anything other than normal 
church functions, please follow the proper proce-
dures.  If you don’t know what the proper proce-
dures are, contact the church office or a member 
of the church council. 
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God, you call your people to prayer and praise in many 
ways.  Everyday, bring us together just as you called the 

people of Israel to gather manna in the desert to eat and 
sustain life.  Offer us the nutrients we need to remain 
connected to you.  As spiritual beings, we desire to re-

ceive food that endures—faith, hope, and love.  God of 
grace, give us this day our daily bread.  All life is created 

and nourished by you!  May we grow into new circles of 
understanding and being, reflecting the ways in which 

we have been touched by your holy manna.  Holy Spirit, 
come! Give us this day our daily bread.  Amen 
 

God in your Grace, hear our prayer! 

1 Worship Committee Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

17 Council Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

22 Worship in the Park 10:00 a.m. 

25 Outreach Committee Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

Aug Events / Meetings at Friedens Peace 

3 Kevin Benne 

5 Jill Climer 

6 Darby Joerling 

21 Kaitlyn Robertson 

21 Steve Loika 

25 Harold Eck 

26 Arron Benne 

31 Paul Joerling 

11 Harold and Karen Eck 

14 Mike and Charlene Loyd 

20 Chris and Jamie Paige 

Our Daily Prayer 

https://www.friedens-peaceucc.org/events-calendar
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08/01 St. John UCC—Cappeln 11 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
 Fried Chicken & Kettle Cooked Beef Dinner 
 
08/13 Marthasville Truck & Tractor Pull Gates open at 5 p.m. 
 
08/14 St. Paul’s UCC Annual Steak Dinner See Flyer in Narthex 
 and Entertainment 
 
Saturday New Melle Country Market 8 a.m. - Noon 
 Supports Local entrepreneurs 
 Open every Saturday until 10/30/21 
 

Supporting Local Businesses 
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Friedens Peace United Church of Christ 

www.friedens-peaceucc.org 

Phone:  636-828-5980 

3560 Mill Street / PO Box 28 

New Melle, MO  63365 

Email:  friedenspeace@gmail.com 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/Friedens-
Peace-United-Church-of-Christ-122879711068097/ 

                www.instragm.com/friedenspeaceucc 
  www.twitter.com/UccPeace  

 

Pastor:  Rev. Beverly Struckmann 

Cell:  605-520-6776 

Email:  friedenspastor@centurytel.net 

Friedens Peace UCC Mission Statement   

The mission of Friedens Peace United Church 

of Christ is to help families grow together in 

Faith, Spirit, Love, and Community through 

the study of the Gospel and fellowship that 

demonstrates the way of Christ locally and 

worldwide. 
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Friedens Peace United Church of Christ 

3560 Mill Street/PO Box 28 

New Melle, MO 63365 

 

We’re on the Web 

www.friedens-peaceucc.org 

«Salutaion» «FirstName» «LastName» 

«Address» 

«City», «State»  «ZipCode» 
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